
Stoke Fleming Parish Council

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council

Minutes

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council was held on 
Wednesday 21st May 2014 at 7pm in the Village Hall

Present:  Councillors - Jenny Farmer (Chairman) Katie Franks (Vice Chairman)
Carole Bretherton Martin Judd
Struan Coupar Mary Newman

Nick Wood
District Cllr Richard Foss 

1.  Apologies

Cllrs Mark Malley and Charles Wreford-Brown, County Cllr Julian Brazil.

Cllr Farmer welcomed everyone to the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.

2.  Minutes

The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 1st May 2013 
were circulated and read.  Cllr Wood proposed and Cllr Bretherton seconded that the 
minutes be accepted.  They were then agreed and signed as a true record of the meeting.

3. Election of officers

a)            Chairman

Councillors voted unanimously that Cllr Farmer be re-elected Chairman.  Cllr Farmer 
accepted the nomination and was duly elected Chairman.  

b)            Vice-Chairman

Cllr Bretherton proposed, Cllr Newman seconded and all were in favour that Cllr Franks be 
elected as Vice-Chairman.  Cllr Franks accepted the nomination and was duly elected.

c)            Responsible Financial Officer

It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk be re-appointed Responsible Financial Officer.  
The recruitment of a new Clerk was discussed as three applicants had applied for the post 
following the current Clerk’s resignation.  It was agreed that interviews for all candidates 
would be arranged to take place prior to the 4th June Parish Council meeting if possible.

 4. Review of Stoke Fleming Parish Council Standing Orders

A revised version of the 2013 Stoke Fleming Standing Orders had been distributed to Cllrs 
before the meeting following their review by Cllrs Newman and Franks against the new 
edition of NALC’s ‘Standing Orders for Local Councils’.  
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There was a discussion on the position of ‘non-Councillors’ if appointed for specific issues 
such as on a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group or a sub-committee.  It was agreed that 
they would not have ‘voting rights’ in respect of Parish Council business.  It was suggested 
that a robust Data Protection Policy should be compiled in view of the Neighbourhood Plan 
process so that the position on rights and voting rights is clear for any sub-committees 
involved.  

Cllrs agreed unanimously that the May 2014 draft version already distributed should be 
approved and signed but that they be re-worked in future in a similar order as the NALC 
template as they were much easier to follow.

5.  Sub-Committees

Nominations to each sub-committee were agreed as follows: 

a) Neighbourhood Plan - it was agreed that this sub-committee would comprise of Cllr 
Coupar.  

b) Playing Field & toilet/shower block – it was agreed that this sub-committee would 
continue to comprise of Cllrs Newman and Wreford-Brown, as last year.

c) Children’s Play Area - it was agreed that this sub-committee would comprise of Cllrs 
Newman and Farmer.

d) Parish Paths – it was agreed that this sub-committee would continue to comprise of Cllrs 
Wood and Wreford-Brown, as last year.

e) Website – it was agreed that this sub-committee would comprise of Cllrs Farmer, Malley 
and Bretherton.  

f) Contracts and Personnel - it was agreed that this sub-committee would comprise of Cllrs 
Judd and Franks.  

g) Emergency Planning – it was agreed that this sub-committee would continue to comprise 
of Cllrs Bretherton and Malley, as last year.

h) Flower Tubs – it was agreed that this sub-committee would comprise of Cllrs Franks and 
Newman.

6.  Representatives

a) Loam Rangers – it was agreed that Cllr Bretherton would be appointed as the 
representative for the Loam Rangers.

b) Village Hall – it was agreed that Cllr Wood, as Trustee of the Village Hall Management 
Committee, would continue as the representative of the Village Hall.

The Chairman thanked all Councillors for attending the meeting.   

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.25pm.
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